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RECOMMENDED
PREPARATION:

APPROVED BY

Introduces metheds of research in social
psychology and covers the topics of attitudes
and attitude change; prejudice and
discrimination; social perception, affiliation,
attraction and liking; prosocial behavior and
altruism; aggression and violence; compliance
and obedience; group structure and dynamics;
environmental and urban influences.
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5. GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES

To develop a working understanding of general theories, terms, and research in the area
of social psychology. Compares and contrast social psychology and sociology on a number
of areas including attitude formation and change, prejudice, social perception, liking and
loving, helping behavior, obedience, and group dynamics. Examines how group behaviors
are consonant with and, at times, dissonant with individual behavior.

This class focuses on the following five general education standards:

1.9 Develop a personal voice in written communication.

5.1 Identify and state problems, issues, arguments, and questions
contained in a body of information.

5.2 Identify and analyze assumptions and underlying points of view
relating to an issue or problem.

5.5 Evaluate a problem, distinguishing between relevant and
irrelevant facts, opinions, assumptions, issues, values, and
biases

5.9 Reflect upon and evaluate their thought processes, value
system, and world views in comparison to those of others.

6. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

Compare and contrast the major perspectives in contemporary psychology.
Describe the distinction between sociology, psychology, and social psychology.
Examine historical changes that influence group behavior.

Explain the various ways (verbal and nonverbal) we create perceptions of situations
we face.

Distinguish between attitudes and beliefs. Explain several ways attitudes are formed.
Explain the term “self-concept® and how important this is to group behavior.
Contrast prejudice and discrimination.

Distinguish between liking and “close” relationships (love of family, friends, lovers,
and spouses)

Compare and contrast social influence, conformity, obedience, and compliance.
Compare and contrast the recent research on aggression and non-aggressive
behaviors.

k. Distinguish between pro-social behavior and altruism. Define the effects where each
is prevalent. Using the Kitty Genovese case, explain when a person will help.
Debate the role group dynamics play in group decision-making and problem-solving.
Define social loafing. Provide examples. Identify five technigues that will reduce it.
Summarize and state the importance for each of the following classic psychological
studies: Asch studies, Milgram studies, Zimbardo prison experiment, Latane and
Darley experiment on altruism.

o. Define psychological terms and concepts and apply them to everyday situations.

p. Write an APA-style paper.
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7. RECOMMENDED COURSE CONTENT

1 Week introduction/ Class Direction
Ferspectives
History of Group Behavior (g, b, ¢, 0, p)

2 Weeks Social Perception/Social Reality
Social identity and Social Cognition (d, o, p)
2 Weeks Attitude Formation and Change (e, f, g, 0, p)
2 Weeks Relationships/ Attraction (h, o, p)
2 Weeks influence — Obedience (i, n, 0, p)
1 Week Aggression vs Peace (j, o, p)
2 Weeks Pro-social Behavior (k, n, o, p)
1 Week Group Dynamics (I, m, 0, p)
2 Weeks Evaluations (quizzes, papers, presentations, homework)

8. RECOMMENDED COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Specific course requirements are at the discretion of the instructor at the time the course
is being offered. Suggested requirements might include, but are not limited to:

Wiitten or oral examinations

In-class and ocut-of-class exercises

Homework assignments

Quizzes

Projects or research (written reports and/or class presentations)
Attendance and/or class participation

Development of a Portiolio

9. TEXT AND MATERIALS:
An appropriate text(s) and materiais will be chosen at the time the course is to be cffered
from those currently available in the field. Examples include:

Texts: Social Psychology By Baron and Byme
Annual Editions; Social Psvchology

Materials: Handouts

Cther:
Study Guide for Textbook by Instructor
Appropriate films, videos, or Internet sites
Television programs
Guest speakers
Cther instructional aids



10. EVALUATION AND GRADING

Examinations: 20-50%
In-class exercises 0-20%
Homework: 0-20%
Quizzes: 0-20%
Projects/research: 20-50%
Attendance 0-20%
Class participation: 10-30%
Portfolio 0-30%
Oral Presentation: 0-20%
Service Learning 0-20%

11. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION
instructional methods vary considerably with instructor's teaching style and students
learning style. Thus, specific instructional methods will be at the discretion of the
instructor teaching the course. Suggested techniques might include, but are not limited
fo:

Lecture, problem solving and class exercises or readings
Class discussions or guest lecturers

Audio, visual presentations

Internet usage

Student class presentations

Group or individual projects

Other contemporary leaming techniques (e.g. service leaming)
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